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June 3, 2015 
 
 
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor, State of New York  
Executive Chamber 
Albany, New York 12224 
 
Dear Governor Cuomo: 
 
New York City’s roads and bridges are in dire need of repairs. Subway ridership has reached a 65-
year all time high pushing the system past its capacity to move people and goods around the city 
efficiently and cost effectively. Drivers and riders alike are looking to their elected officials to 
ensure needed investments are made in the transportation infrastructure the city and state relies on. 
As members of the New York State Assembly’s Long Island Delegation, we write to urge you to 
work with the Legislature to pass a fully funded, five-year capital plan for the MTA this year and 
to consider the Move NY Fair Plan as one of several possible funding sources. 
 
The MTA has identified $32 billion in capital needs, but only approximately $18 billion in sources 
of funding. The entire regional economy depends on this capital program, not only to finance 
reinvestment in its vitally important mass transit system but to help create and sustain transit-
related manufacturing jobs across the state.  
 
A fully funded, five-year capital plan will have far reaching impacts for the entire New York 
metropolitan region, regardless of which borough or county one calls home. In particular, Long 
Island residents would benefit from the following projects in the MTA Capital Plan: a one-seat 
ride to Grand Central Station via the East Side Access project; completion of the double track 
between Ronkonkoma and Farmingdale; and building of two new stations (Republic on main line 
in Suffolk and Elmhurst in Queens), just to name a few.  Also, this would give the MTA the 
opportunity to fulfill the purchase of light diesel “scoot” trains as proposed by a $37.2 million 
amendment to the MTA capital plan for the Montauk and Greenport branches of the the Long 
Island Rail Road (LIRR) to enhance intra-Island commuting on Long Island’s East End.  
 
Beyond the capital plan, Long Island would benefit from the additional investments proposed in 
the Move NY Fair Plan, which, if adopted, could fund all or part of the MTA’s $14 billion funding 
gap while also investing in relatively inexpensive service expansions, which would meet the needs 
of those who live in underserved areas – so called “transit deserts.” Under the Move NY Fair Plan, 
such enhancements could include: subsidization of our suburban bus systems which are vital for 
moving people around within the counties as well as “last mile strategies” to facilitate would-be 
commuter rail travelers to access LIRR.  
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New York’s transportation agencies have experienced a decrease in federal, state, and local 
monies for far too long. If new sources of funding are not identified and soon, agencies like the 
MTA will be forced to raise fares and tolls or reduce service to pay for much-needed infrastructure 
needs – taking more money from the pockets of millions of daily riders and drivers, many of 
whom have few or no other transportation options.  
 
We look forward to working with you and our colleagues in both Legislative houses to tackle this 
important issue and make a commitment to fully fund the MTA 5-Year Capital Plan during this 
2015 Legislative Session. If done right, we could combine the Move NY Fair Plan with other 
funding strategies to fund a statewide transportation infrastructure program. This is the kind of 
commitment of investment that New York needs to ensure a prosperous future.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

   
____________________________  ______________________________ 
Fred W. Thiele, Jr.    Michael J. Fitzpatrick 
Assembly District #1    Assembly District #8 
 
 

        
____________________________  ______________________________ 
Charles D. Lavine    David G. McDonough 
Assembly District #13    Assembly District #14 

    
____________________________  ______________________________ 
Michelle Schimel    Todd D. Kaminsky 
Assembly District #16    Assembly District #20 


