
 1 

 
For Immediate Release: October 28, 2015                      
Contact: Alana Cantillo, 212.341.9509, acantillo@council.nyc.gov  

 

Progressive Caucus Endorses Move NY 

 

New York, NY—The Progressive Caucus is committed to pursuing a more just and equal New York. With 
ADVANCEMENT goals including Vital Investments in Public Services, Environmental Justice and Sustainability 
and New Livable Streets Model, it will continue to promote transportation reforms and investments that address 
inequality. With these considerations, Caucus members support the Move NY plan as an important opportunity to 
increase city-wide transit access.  
 
"Any New Yorker who relies on mass transportation on a daily basis can see how badly we need to upgrade and 
improve our subways, buses and roads," said Council Member Donovan Richards, co-chair of the Progressive 
Caucus. "The Move NY plan will help give us the necessary funding to ensure that the MTA can, not only bring 
our transportation infrastructure up to par, but it will also help turn it into the more efficient and reliable system 
that we truly deserve in New York City." 
 
“I was proud to be one of the first members to endorse this plan. We need to cut down on vehivle mile driven, 
encourage New Yorkers to use alternative transportation and fund the MTA. The Move NY Plan fulfills all these 
goals,” said Council Member Antonio Reynoso, co-chair of the Progressive Caucus.  
 
“The MoveNY plan is the only comprehensive plan on the table to bring revenue to the struggling MTA, improve 
our major infrastructure, and bring much needed improvements to our local infrastructure. I am proud to stand in 
support of an initiative with such a clear benefit for the city of New York, and am proud to see my colleagues in the 
Progressive Caucus stand at my side,” said Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez, Chair of the Committee on 
Transportation.  
  
“We’ve seen massive congestion problems both on the subway cars and platforms of the 7 Train themselves, and 
then in addition to that, in the run up to the Queensboro Bridge,” said Council Majority Leader Jimmy Van 
Bramer. “That’s why I am saying now we need to focus on this investment into our mass transit. The MoveNY 
plan is the best and most responsible way to get us there. This is a responsible way to ensure that the MTA’s needs 
are fully funded on an ongoing basis without putting a financial burden on the backs of riders.” 
 
“The Move NY Fair Plan is a good idea whose time has come. As the Council Member representing an area with 
severe congestion caused by drivers looking for a free ride via our tunnels and bridges, I am in full support of this 
effort to stop the practice of ‘toll-shopping’ that is causing an avalanche of vehicles onto our crowded streets,” said 
Council Member Margaret Chin. “The millions of dollars generated by this fair and practicable tolling system will 
allow for improvements to a mass transit system in dire need of repairs and upgrades, as well as maintenance of our 
bridges, tunnels and roadways.” 
 
“As a member of the Progressive Caucus, I am proud to join my colleagues, environmental justice advocates, the 
Staten Island Chamber of Commerce, and the Staten Island Economic Development Corporation, and many 
others, in supporting the Move NY Fair Plan. Although I have reservations about certain aspects of the plan, I 
believe that it is an important step forward towards an equitable distribution of transportation costs and 
investments in New York City,” said Council Member Debi Rose. “For too long, Staten Islanders have been 
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penalized for the lack of public transportation options accessible to them. Decreasing the Verrazano Bridge toll will 
help address this injustice. Likewise, the revenue generated by Move NY will help fill crucial gaps in transportation 
funding, and enable us to build the forward-looking infrastructure that our world-class city deserves. I look forward 
to taking part in an ongoing dialogue with Move NY, to ensure that Staten Islanders truly get their fair share out of 
this ‘Fair Plan.’” 
 
“New Yorkers rely on having a world class transportation system. The Move NY Fair Plan will allow us to 
adequately fund our infrastructure and make critical investments in the future of our transportation system. This 
plan will benefit communities in North Brooklyn and move us toward a fairer and more sustainable transportation 
policy.  I am proud to support the Move NY Fair Plan,” said Council Member Stephen Levin.  
 
“I am proud to endorse the Move NY plan for improving our transportation system,” said Council Member 
Corey Johnson. “There is an overwhelming feeling in our City that New Yorkers are paying more and more for 
mass transit that is offering them less and less. Through a combination of revenue-generating approaches and 
common-sense changes, Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez and his team have crafted a smart, thorough proposal 
that can make a real difference to the millions of people who travel throughout our City every day. I would like to 
thank Council Member Ydanis Rodriguez for developing a clear and comprehensive plan for a 21st Century 
transportation system in New York City.” 
 
"The MoveNY Plan presents a sustainable and fairly funded blueprint for the NY metropolitan region's 
transportation infrastructure. Our transportation systems are in need of overhaul and repairs in order to continue 
serving as the lifeline of the City and State, and properly serving millions of New Yorkers. MoveNY provides the 
most concrete steps to ensure some of our most valuable transportation assets, such as the MTA, are operational 
for future generations," said Council Member Ritchie Torres.  
 
“Move NY is the kind of forward-thinking plan that will transform New York City’s mass transit system and relieve 
automobile traffic and congestion. This plan will help keep traffic flowing, reduce the strain on the MTA, improve 
the environment, strengthen quality of life, and allow for new investments that will grow our city’s transportation 
network. I’m proud to join a broad coalition of transportation and environmental advocates, trade unions, business 
associations, civic leaders, good-governance groups, and elected officials who support making Move NY a reality,” 
said Council Member Mark Levine. 
 
“We applaud and thank Councilman Rodriguez and the entire Progressive Caucus for taking a definitive stand on 
the importance of reducing congestion, making our streets safer, and creating a sustainable funding stream to 
maintain and expand our City’s transportation infrastructure,” said Alex Matthiessen, Move NY Campaign 
Director and President of Blue Marble Project. “They’ve done their homework and listened to 62% of the 
voting public who, according to a poll conducted last fall, support the Move NY plan. The road to victory starts 
with the New York City Council and with the Caucus’s imprimatur today, we are within striking distance of the 26 
votes needed to pass a home rule message in favor of the plan.” 
 
“We commend the Progressive Caucus members who today are demonstrating their support for the Move NY Fair 
Plan,” said former NYC Traffic Commissioner, “Gridlock” Sam Schwartz. “The plan will help improve our 
transit, roads and bridges infrastructure and is consistent with progressive principles. But this is also a fiscally 
prudent and conservative step to have a dedicated fund in place for all our transportation infrastructure.  If Albany 
takes on more debt to fund the system, riders and drivers alike will see an increase of up to 11% in fares and tolls. 
There’s no passing the buck literally and figuratively by issuing bonds not backed by new revenue.” 
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